
The “Club of Champions”                  
Passes on the Tradition of Excellence

Michael Taylor, on the WSC Wednesday Night Royal 
Oak/Cranbrook ride. 

The Wednesday night Wolverine Sports Club “Royal Oak “ 
ride attracts a broad spectrum of cycling enthusiasts;  from 
the conditioned competitors  using it as a “recovery” ride, 
to  recreational tourists enjoying the camaraderie of fellow 
cyclists...to the novice rider seeking to learn more about 
the sport and discipline of group riding.   The age range is 
generally 18-60.  Younger riders are an anomaly.

A new face has joined the peloton this year.  Michael 
Taylor, 13 yrs. old of Royal Oak was fascinated by the

colorful pace-line that he saw winding through the streets of Royal Oak on Wednesday nights.  As he 
and his Dad were observing this phenomenon from the front seat of their car, Mike asked his Dad “If he 
had any idea how he might be able to join the group?”  They did not know where the ride went, the 
distance, or when it returned.  His Dad advised him to just, “Ride along with them and ask.” 

The next Wednesday, Michael followed his passion and “jumped on a wheel.”  Thus, the Wolverines 
have come to know one of the newest cycling prodigies.  Regardless of the speed, Michael always rides 
“on the front” (22+ on the return), can hold a track stand for perpetuity, and delightfully dispenses his 
love of cycling to his many friends and admirers… as he peddles along without effort.   The wonder of all 
this; Michael rides a “homemade” fixed gear Schwinn that he and his Dad had fabricated.  He has 
become a permanent fixture and a delight to all who encounter his exuberant personality. 

Calvin T. Hughes, Jr. (Wednesday night ride leader and WSC 2008 Ride Leader of the Year), in his 
concern for safety, suggested to Michael that he really needed to have some brakes on the bike.  But 
the likelihood of brakes or any other addition to his equipment inventory would be very unlikely.  Calvin 
started to bring a “front bake” every week and installed it on Michael‘s bike.  It was clear that while 
Michael was a strong rider, his potential would be limited if he only used his “fixed gear” bike.  He 
needed a multi-speed bike…but that can be a challenge for many families in this difficult economy.  

A group of Wolverines while imbibing a few “cold ones” after the Detroit Chicory Tour were discussing 
the prowess of Michael and his potential.  One of the riders, revealed that Claire Young,  10 time 
Michigan Sate Cycling Champion and father of legendary Sheila Young,  three time Olympic Medalist 
and three time World Cycling Champion had given him Sheila's training bike… a rare hand built Paris 
Sport bike that would fit Michael.  The more the group discussed the idea of giving the bike to 
Michael…the more sense it made to live up to the Spirit that has made Champions of so many 
Wolverines.   It was decided to give Michael a bike that is worthy of his potential. 

Michael, also trains at the International 
Velodrome at Bloomer Park, where he 
demonstrates equal amounts of ability, 
promise and enthusiasm.   

Here he takes possession of the “Sheila  
Young  Bike”

The Story behind he Bike:  This is a hand built Paris Sport that has pantographed stem with the Olympic Rings and handle 
bars are pantographed with Paris Sport. The brake handles are Paris Sport.

Paris Sport was a house brand of the Fraysses' shop in Ridgefield Park, N.J. The Fraysse family has a long and VERY significant 
involvement with bike racing in the United States. At one time or another Mike, father Vic, and grandfather Emile were all 
presidents of the USCF/ABLA, etc. and they were all very experienced racers of "the old school", i.e. heavily into track and 
old six-day lore, and of course, their local bike club, the North Jersey Bicycle Club(NJBC). They often managed / coached the 
Olympic/World Championship trips abroad during the "dark ages" of adult cycling in the US (the 40's to the early 70's). 

Here is where the likes of Pepe' Limongi, Ramon Orero, Dave Moulton, and Andres/Francisco Cuevas made and repaired 
frames… some of the finest ever built.

Vic Fraysse has confirmed that this particular bike was constructed by Pepe ‘ Limongi.

“SpecialThanks” for their efforts in this project to Wolverine Sports Club members:  Glenn 
Belgrave, Bruce Carlson, Leonardo Gianola, Sam Gillespie, Ed Gostin, Lee Hoffman, Calvin T. 
Hughes Jr., Susan Joslin, Ron Moffit, Chris Smith & Dennis VanStee 

http://www.sheldonbrown.com/gloss_u-v.html
http://www.sheldonbrown.com/gloss_aa-l.html

